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A triple treat for Gurugram

Students _of Millennium City exceI in CBSE Class X exams

| ASHOK KUMAR
| GURUGRAM
| Work consistently hard
| throughout the year, keep a
cool head and stay away
| from social media, these
| three rules were the key to
| success for 16-year-old Prak-
| har Mittal, an all-India top-
| per of the CBSE Class X
| exams.
| Prakhar, a student of Del-
| hi Public School in Guru-
| gram’s Sector 45, shared the
| top position with three oth-
| ers scoring 499 out of 500.
|  Having participated in
| several robotics events
I abroad, Prakhar said he was
| proud of his results and
wanted to pursue engineer-
ing. “I studied till late at
| night and in the morning. I
| devoted 1-2 hours daily for
| studies and was expecting a

| good result,” said the teenag-.

| er, who'is interested in pia-

no, cricket and table-tennis.
| Prakhar said he made a
| vow to keep away from so-

| cial media so that he would -

| not be distracted from his
| studies, “I had a phone to
| talk to my friends, but did
| not go on Facebook.”
Prakhar’s father Nitin Ag-
garwal, a CEO of a private
| company, said that he
| skipped a board meeting to
- be with his son for the spe-
| cial moment. :
| “Icried on national televi-
| sion today [Tuesday],” said
| Mr. Aggarwal, who along
| with his wife Prachi and

| their younger son reached

| the school soon after the re-
| sults were announced.

Wfitlka Sarkar (all-India 2ndﬁ : :

rank) and Prakhar Mittal
(all-India 1st rank); Anushka
Panda (right) was the all-
India topper, in the specially-
abled category, in the CBSE
Class X exam. =MANOJKUMAR

Writika Sarkar, also from
the same school, secured
the all-India second rank,
missing the perfect 500
score by just two marks.

‘Couldn’t believe my eyes’
“I could not believe my eyes
when I checked my score on-
line. I called my father in dis-

belief and cross-checked the

result five times,” said Writi-
ka, who shared her position
with six other students
across India.

Writika said she did not
take any private tuitions and
mostly got help from her pa-
rents and teachers. To beat
the stress during exams,
Writika said she watched
Amitabh Bachchan movies
and practised her singing.

With two of its students
grabbing the all-India top
positions, the school’s prin-
-cipal Aditi Misra reacted to

the result saying: “Yeh dil
maange mor [my heart
wants more]”.

She said that the current

batch was one of the most
brilliant and focussed. “But
we did not expect them to
get top positions at the na-
tional level,” said Ms. Misra.

Anushka Panda, a student
of Suncity School in Guru-
gram topped the Class X ex-
ams in the specially-abled
category in India with a
score of 97.8%. “I am thrilled
that my hard work paid off.
It is really a big moment for
me. I was really nervous be-
fore the results,” said Anush-
ka, who suffers from spinal
muscular atrophy.

Suncity School principal
Rupa Chakravarty said that
the school was proud of
Anushka’s achievement.
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Gurgaon boy jt topper in CBSE

Class X, 15 of Top 25 from

Pass Percentage
Drops, Rise In
High-Scorers

Manash Pratim Gohain &
Krittika Sharma | ran

New Delhi: Pass percentages
for the Class X exams have be-
en falling since 2015 and the
return of the compulsory bo-
ard exam after eight years

FULL COVERAGE: P 2

NCR

Noida -

Gurgaon [—1
Ghaziabad )
Kochi/Ernakulam T

One each from g

Bijnor, Shamli, Muzaffarnagar,
Hapur (all UP); Bilaspur,

Durg (Chhattisgarh); Sonipat
(Haryana); Sangrur (Punjab);
Almora (Uttarakhand); Chennai

(TN); Hyderabad (Telangana)

Just 2
students in top 25
from big metros

Though no Delhi student
in the list, there are

15 from NCR

499  Four Share
500 Top Spot

» Prakhar Mittal
(Gurgaon)

» Rimjhim \
Agarwal (Bijnor)

» Nandini Garg (Shamli)

» Sreelakshmi G (Kochi)

hasdonenothingtoarrestthe
trend. From 91% last year for
thecombined board and scho-
ol-based exams, it has slipped
t086.7% this year.

The fall is precipitous
compared with the pass per-
centage of 97.3% in 2015 and
96.2% the following yvear. The
good news, however, isthe spi-
ke in the number of high sco-

rersand toppers this year.
The top rank was shared
by four students, all scoring
499 out of 500 — missing the
perfect score by a single
mark, as in the CBSE Class
XII boards. Around 8% of all
students — 1.3 lakh — scored
90% and above. Over 27,000
had scores of 95% and more.
Although no Delhi student

figures among the top 25 stu-
dents with scores of 497 to499,
150f themare from NCR. Nine
of them are small-town suc
cess stories, led by Rimjhim
Agarwal from Bijnorand Nan-
dini Garg from Shamli who
shared the top spot with Prak-
har Mittal of Gurgaon and
Sreelakshmi G of Kochi.
Seven scored 498out of 500

to occupy the second spot,
and 14 notched up 497 to come
third. Some of these students
are from placeslike Durg, Ha-
pur; Almoraand Bilaspur.
The board exams had been
made optional from 2010, pri-
marily onthe initiativeof then
HRD minister Kapil Sibal.

»Score 90% and above, P 2
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Over 1.3 lakh students
score 90% or above

»Continued from P1

move was to reduce stress

and let children enjoy
their childhood. That year,
CBSE introduced agrading sys-
tem along with Continuous and
Comprehensive  Evaluation
(CCE). This was aimed at ad-
dressing a child’s holistic devel-
opment and assessing her per-
formance through tests and
gradesthroughouttheyear. The
outcome of this reduced pres-
sure seemed to be positive with
the pass percentage staying
above90%.

CCE was, however; discon-
tinued last year with the deci-
sion being taken to reintroduce
the boardexams. This was in re-
sponse to feedback from states
and representative organisa-
tions of parents and teachers
that doing away with the exam
along with the no-detention pol-
icy was affecting academic
standards. The board exam was
seen by those arguing for its re-
introduction as a means of pre-
paring students for the more
important school-leaving Class
Xlltest.

The number of students
who havescored above 90% this
year across India is 1,31,49. In
2009, the number of students
who had scored above 90% was
significantly less — just 5.8% of
thetotal examinees,

Delhi's pictureis not all that
rosy with the pass percentage
being 78.6% this year, dipping
gradually over the past three

r l “the purposeof thisradical

Candidates appeared (in lakh)
18- 3.7

AL

we 29
26 29

264

2L

2015 2016 2017 2018

Above 90% score

15,487

DELHI REPORT CARD

INSTITUTION-WISE PASS %

Government N 693 (924 in2017)
Government-aided [ 69.9
independent N 59.4
N ———— 98.6
KVS R emeseria] 97.3

Pass percentage (%)
- 96
¢ \92
\ 78.6
781

2015 2016

2017 2018

Above 95% score

2,861

years. Itwas96% in2015and had
slid to 781% last year from
91.8% in 2016. Among regions,
Thiruvananthapuram has the
best result with a pass percent-
age of 99.6%, followed by Chen-
naiat97.4% and Ajmerat 91.9%.

Overall, boys trailed girlsby
33 percentage points. Their
pass percentage is 853% as
against 88.7% for girls.

The differently-abled stu-
dents have proved their spirit
and mettle with 92.5% of them
passing. The number of such
students who have scored above
90% is 135, comprising 3% of
the total in this category. The
first rankers hereare from NCR

— Anushka Panda from Sunci-
ty School in Gurgaon and Sa-
nya Gandhi from Uttam School
in Ghaziabad, both with a score
of 489 out of 500. Somya Deep
Pradhan of Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Dhanpur (Orissa),
has taken the second position
with 484,

Among government
schools, the Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas have maintained
their pole position formorethan
a decade with a pass percentage
of 97.31% this year, followed by
95.96% of the students of Ken-
driya Vidyalayas. Private and
government schools across In-
dia have fallen behind them.
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Despite genetic
disorder, she shows
nerves of steel

Shakir.Mir@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: Anushka Panda zo-
oms across her room at the
click of a switch attached to
her wheelchair. The 14-year-
old girl has been suffering
from spinal muscularatrophy,
a genetic disorder that affects
motor nervecells in the spinal
cord and affects locomotion,
but she hasn't let it hamper
her studies.

On Tuesday, Panda topped
the Class 10 CBSE board ex-
amination in the specially-ab-
led category, along with Sanya
Gandhi of Ghaziabad's Uttam
School. A student of Suncity
School, Sector 54, Gurgaon,
she scored 97.8%. TOI spoke to
a jubilant Panda at her resi-
dence in Sector67. “Iscreamed
my lungsoutwhenlIsaw my re-
sults,” she said. “I like science
more than humanities becau-
se it involves more practicals
than theory. My condition has
not limited me in any way, ex-
cept that I need assistance to
change my postures,”

Panda loves playing chess
as a leisure activity and aspi-
res to become a software engi-
neer: Shecanspeak asmanyas
six different languages. “I stu-

Anushka Panda

died for2-3 hoursdaily,” she sa-
id. “Icould not have topped the
exam, had I not have received
tremendous support from my
family and school.”

Her father, Anup Panda,
said he was extremely proud
of his daughter. “The chal-
lenges she faced were huge but
she has pulled thisoff like any
other good student. She didn't
letanythingcomeinthe way of
her ambitions,” he said, ad-
ding, “She suffers from physi-
cal weakness and was allowed
to take 30 minutes more to fi-
nish her paper but she would
finish by the time the other
students did.”He said she was
only one-vear-old when doc-
torsdiagnosed her with spinal
muscular atrophy, adding,
“Her mother and I were alwa-
ys there to assist her. We wan-
ted her to set an example and
shedid.”




DNA Correspondent

pondent @dnaingsa net

It was a dream come true for
14yearold Anushka Panda
who defied spinal muscular
ntrophy and being bound to the
wheelchair to become one of
the All-India toppers in the
pecially-abled category, as the
class X CBSE exam results
were announced on Tuesday
Scoring 489 out of 500, Anush
ka had prepared for the board
pxams from day one of the ses
sion. A student of Suncity
School, Sector-34 Gurgaon,
Anushka has scored 97.8%
marks. Her phone has not
stopped ringing since.

“I.can’t believe that I'm one
of the toppers. | knew | would
score above %0 per cent but
pever imagined it could be
this, I'm thrilled to know that
my hard work has paid off, |
was not able to sit for long ata
streteh and had to schedule my
breaks for every hour of

* sald Anushka, who
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Sunaity School provided Anushka Panda with special infrastructure o write her exams—DNA Photo

wants to pursue science

She has scored 9% in Hindi
and Mathematics, 98 In Soclal
Studies and Science and 95 in
English. For her father, Anup
Kumar Panda, it was a big day
at work as his colleagues called
him up to congratulate for his

DNA

Disahility didn’t deter Anushka
from scoring 97.8% in Glass X

One of the toppers in the specially-abled category, she suffers from spinal muscular atrophy

daughter's result and he took a
half day to attend to mediaper-
sons and relatives

“In the noon, 1 got a call
from a colleague saying a me
din portal is running on the
web that Anushka isone of the
toppers. | opened the web
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again to confirm the news and
then called her up at home. She
could not believe it in the first
2o as well. She has studied and
written her exams like any
other regular student,” said
Panda, who works with an
MNC, Talking about Anushka,

he said that she wants to be-
come a soltware engineer and
wants to work with Google

Anushka has been suffering
from spinal muscular atrophy,
which s a genetic disease that
robs people of physical
strength by affecting the motor
nerve cells in the spinal cord,
affecting the ability to walk

“She is an inspiration for
all of us. The focus that she
possesses is rare to find in
other children. What she has
achieved many other students
would not be able to achieve
with all the elements,” said,
Rupa Chakravarty, principal,
Suncity School. Sanya Gandhi,
who Is visually challenged Is
another topper in the category
from Ghazlabad, too has
scored 489 out of 500. She
would study on her computer
with audio books. “I am so
happy to know the result, as it
was above my expectation,”
said Sanya, who is a student of
Uttam School for Girls, Shastri
Nagar, Ghaziabad
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Differently-abled topper
wants to be an engineer

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,MAY 29

ANUSHKA PANDA, the all-
India topper in the
PwD (Persons with
Disability )category,
scored 489 out of
500. A student of
Gurgaon's Suncity
school, Panda has
been in a wheel-
chair since she was
diagnosed with
spinal muscularat-
rophy.

She scored 99 in Hindi
and mathematics, 98 in sci-
ence and social science, and

ANUSHKA PANDA

95 in English.

‘1 have opted for physics,
chemistry, mathematics,and
economics for further
schooling... Eventually, I hope
to get into engi-
neering in college,”
she told The Indian
Express.

“I'would study
for  three-four
hours on school
days, and seven-
eight hours during
holidays,” added
Panda, who isa vo-
racious reader, especially of
crime fiction novels, and also
enjoys playing chess in her
free time.
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® Sreelakshmi G of Bhavan’s
Vidyalaya, Kochi

® Nandini Garg of Scottish
International School, Shamli

® Prakhar Mittal of
DPS Gurgaon

Four stars shine in
CBSE class 10 galaxy

® Rimzhim Agarwal of RP
Public School, Bijnor

QAMAR SIBTAIN
By Mail Today Bureau ]
in New Delhi

FOUR students scored 499, a
point less than the perfect figure,
to emerge as CBSE Class X board
examination toppers this year. As
always, girls outshone boys in the
race. The results were declared on
Tuesday.

The overall pass percentage was
86.70. Girls, with a pass percentage
of 88.67, did better than the boys,
who registered a pass percentage of

85.32. -4 v R
Four students — Prakhar Mittal of DPS ] l 31 493
Gurgaon, Rimzhim Agarwal of RP Public R A - g , ,

School, Bijnor, Nandini Garg of Scottish

International School, Shamli and Sree- students secured 90%
lakshmi G of Bhavan’s Vidyalaya, Kochi Students celebrate the CBSE results in Delhi on Tuesday. marks and above.
— topped the exam with

;1)99 rga.rkg out of 500, the
[ iyprereypawrerl  SHOCK! 2 SUICIDES OVER MARKS
secured the second posi-

tion with 498 marks, 14

. Hours after the CBSE results of class 10 were
students bagged the third 40 (12 k6 3 15-vear-old student of Ryan school
hanged herself at her residence in Vasant Kunj.
Pragya Pandey, who is the daughter of a govt
officer, scored 70% marks. According to police,
she was depressed.

In another incident, Rohit Kumar Meena
committed suicide in Dwarka allegedly due to
disappointment over his board score. He was a
student of Vivekanand school in Dwarka.

students secured 95%
marks and above.

86.70%

is the overall pass
percentage in India.

Pass percentage in
Delhi is 78.62

spot with a score of 497.
The top three performing
regions are — Thiruvanan-
thapuram (pass percent-
age 99.60), Chennai (97.37)

and Ajmer (91.86).

Delhi recorded a pass
percentage of 78.62. As
many as 1,31,493 candi-
dates secured 90 per cent
marks and above, while
217,426 candidates secured
95 per cent marks and
above, the board said.

‘The pass percentage for
differently-abled students

was 92.55, with Anushka
Panda of Sun City, Gur-
gaon and Sanya Gandhi of
Uttam School, Ghaziabad
topping in the category by
securing 489 marks out of
500. Somya Deep Pradhan
of JNV, Dhanpurin Odisha
bagged the second spot
with a score of 484.

As many as 135 candi-

dates in the differently-
abled category secured 90
per cent marks and above,
while 21 of them secured
95 per cent marks and
above, the board said. As
many as 1,86,067 candi-
dates got compartment.
Over 16 lakh students
had appeared for the Class
10 CBSE exams this year.
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C

ass 10:4 students top

with 1 shortoffull 500
¥ a7

Nandini Garg §§8%

NEW DELHI, MAY 29
Four students topped the
Class 10 Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE)
examinations this year, with
gifds once again stealing a
march over boys. The overall
pass percentage was 86.7.

Four students — Prakhar
Mittal of DPS, Gurugram;
Rimzhim Agarwal of RP
Public School Bijnor; Nan-
dini Garg of Scottish Inter-
national School, Shamli, and
Sreelakshmi G of Bhavan
Vidyalaya, Kochi — topped
the exam with 499 marks out
0f 500, the board said. While
seven students secured the
second position with 498
marks, 14 bagged the third
spot with a score of 497,

The top three performing

Prakhar Mittal 99.8%

regions were Thiruvanan-
thapuram (pass percentage
99.6), Chennai (97.37) and
Ajmer (91.86).

Asmany as 1,31,493 candi-
dates secured 90 per cent
marks and above, while
27,426 secured 95 per cent
marks and above.

The pass percentage for dif-
ferently-abled students was
92.55, with Anushka Panda of
Sun City, Gurugram, and
Sanva Gandhi of Uttam
School, Ghazabad, topping
by securing 489 marks.

Asmany as 1,86,067 candi-
dates got compartment.

This was the first batch to
take the exam after the
CBSE dedded to junk the
Continuous and Comprehen-
sive Evaluation (CCE) —PT1
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City girl beats disability to corner board glory

Sadia Akhtar
= vdla ki bt il e com

GURUGRAM: Anushka Panda (15)
suffers from spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA), agenetic disease
thathas confinedher toawhes!-
chair. While the odds were
against her, they cowldn't deter
her from fighting her way to
SUOCESE,

OnTuesday, Anushka topped
the Class 10 CESE board exami-
nation in the differently abled
category in the country. A stu-
dent of Suncity Schoolin Secror
34, Anushka scored 489 marks out
of 500 to secure an ageregate of

97.2% in the examination.
Anushka has heen suffering
from spinal muscular atrophy
gince she was a one-year-old
child. SMa robs peopleof physi-
cal strength by affecting the
motor nerve cells in the spinal
cord, affecting their ability to
walkand restricingupper-body
movement. But, Anushkadidn't
let her physical disability Jimic
her. *1screamed my lungs out
whenlsawmy scores. Thad tears
in my eyes and immediately
cal led my parents to inform chem.
My phone has been ringing ever
gince, Congratulatory messages
have been pouring in from

friends, family and teachers,”
Anushkasaid.
Anushla said the results are
way beyond her expectations.
“While I'wasconfidentof doing
well, Idid not expect such good
scores, [ think it's going to take
meanothermonth for therealiza
tontosink in. [usedtostudyeach
subject for at least half an hour
every day. I tried to maintain a
momentum all throughoutwhich
helped me during the final
exams,” Anushkasaid.
Anushka's teachers atrributed
her suceess to her indomitable
spiritanddetermination.
“Anushlka is a brilliant and

dedicated student. Shehasaspe-
cial place in our hearts. Every
teacher loves her. We are all
proudof her achievement,” Bupa
Chaloavarty, principal of Sunc
1ty School, said

Chakravarty said the school
helped Anushka ineverywayic
coldon herroad o board gory.
“Werealised that shewaould face
trouble climbing up the stairs to
reach thebiologylab. Henoe we
got a ramp made for her,” she
said.

When asked about her future
plans, Anushka said, “I have
opted for the Sclence stream in
clas= 11 andwant to become a soft-

wareenginesr.”

“Ehe has always been a good
student but we never expected
her to be the topper. She did not
petenoughtimetostudybecause
ofhealth concerns andmesdngs
with physictherapists, ™ Anup
Panda, Anushla’s father, said.

2015, Pandahad reached out
tothen HR Dminister Smrid Irani
to discuss how the lack of infra-
structure for differently abled
children was affecting their aca-
demicfuture, The minister had
personally met thefamily. Panda
hopesthat Anushka'sfutureisn't
marred by deficiencies in
infrastructure.
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(irls share top spotin spl category

= peeyush khandewd (i ndustantimes.cam

GHAZWABAD:Sixtesn yvear old Sanya
Gandhi loves singing songs hy
singer Arijit Singh. The Class 10
student from Uttam School for
Girls, Shastri Magar- Ghaziabad
i=zajoint national topperwich 499
marks in CBSE"s Class 10 resule
declared for thedifferently-abled
category. Thegir] is the only child
ofher parents and has damaged
optic nerves since birth.

‘Smdyhard during thedayand
chill outwithfriends atnight, is
the mantra she followed while
pursuing herstudies. Her disad-
vantage helped her stay away
from the social media, which she
says s amajordistraction for stu
dents ofherage.

“Terudied the entire day till
opm. Thereafter it was masri
{chillytime by listening to music
and chattmgwith friends alllate
night. The izsuewith vision did
notdismract me and keptme away

from the social media which
could have consumed a lot of
time. But my parents never
stopped me from pursuing any-
thing I like. My teachers
have beenverysupportive. I can-
not believe that I could get such
high marks as I was aiming for
90% marks. Becomingacountry
topper is dream come true,”
Sanyasaid.

Shehasnow opted for psychol-
ogy, history, English, political
scienceandmusicas hersubjects
for the next class. She wants to
become an 1A S officer and wants
[0 SETVE PEopLE.

Regarding her preparations
fortheClass 10 exams, shesaid, “1
aimed to complete my entire syl-
labus by September and then
started with solving question
papersoflast 10 years and there-
after I started revisions. Iwant to
serveas anlA Sofficebecause the
country nesds better people to
serve cltzens and I want to see
my country emerging very

e '
o
-~ :'!F"")(r"'.-

= S3anya Gandhi from Ghaziabad
isthe joint national topper with
489 marks. HT PHOTO

strong.”

GURUGRAMTOFPFER
AnushkaPanda(15)suffers from
spinal muscularatrophy (SMA ),
a genetic disease that has con-
fined her to awheslchair. While
the odds were against her, they
coldn't deter her from fighting
her waytosuccess.

Om Tuesday, Anushlca topped

the Class 10 CBSE board exami-
nation in the differently-abled
category in the country. A stu-
dent of Suncity School in Sector
54 A nushka scoved 489 marks ot
of 500 to secure an aggregate of
97.8% in the examination.

Anushkahasbesnlivingwith
gpinal muscular atrophy since
she was a one-year-old child.
SMA robs people of physical
strength by affecting the motor
nerve cells in the spinal cord,
affecting theirabilitytowallcand
restricting upper-body move-
ment. But, Anushka didn'tlecher
physical disability limit her.

“I screamed my lungs out
whenlsaw myscores. [ had tears
in my eyes and immediately
called up my parents to inform
them. My phonehasbeenringing
eversince. Congramilatory mes-
sages have heen pouring in from
friends, famu'y and teachers,”
Anushka said

Anushka said the results are
way heyond her expectations.
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CBSE CLASS X RESULTS

Four students top

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

he Central Board of

Secondary Education (CBSE)
on Tuesday declared the Class X
board examination results with
overall pass percentage at 86.70.
This year, four students topped
the examinations by scoring a
slaF,genng 99.8 per cent even as
girls once again outperformed
boys in pass percentage. Girls,
with a pass percentage of 88.67,
did better than the boys, who reg-
istered a pass percentage of 85.32.

Four students — Prakhar
Mittal of DPS Gurugram,
Rimzhim Agarwal of RP Public
School, Bijnor, Nandini Garg of
Scottish International School,
Shamli and Sreelakshmi G of
Bhavan's Vidyalaya, Kochi topped
the exam scoring 499 marks out of
500, said the CBSE.

While seven students secured
the second position with 498
marks, 14 students bagged the
third spot with a score of 497.

The top three performing
regions are Thiruvananthapuram
(pass percentage 99.60), Chennai
(97.37) and Ajmer (91.86). Delhi
recorded a pass percentage of
78.62. As many as 1,31,493 stu-
dents secured 90 per cent marks

Girls celebrate atier seeing heir CBSE class 10th result at St Thomas School New Delhi
Alwin Singh | Pioneer

and above, while 27,426 candidates
secured 95 per cent marks and
above, said the CBSE.

The pass percentage for dif-
ferently-abled students was 92.55,
with Anushka Panda of Sun City,
Gurugram and Sanya Gandhi of
Uttam School, Ghaziabad topping
in the category by securing 489
marks out of 500.

Somya Deep Pradhan of
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
(JNV), Dhanpur in Odisha bagged
the second spot with a score of
484. As many as 135 candidates in
the differently-abled category
secured 90 per cent marks and
above, while 21 of them secured

95 per cent marks and above, the
Board said. As many as 1,86,067
candidates got compartment. The
Board exams this year were
marred by controversy with ques-
tion paper leaks being reported
from Delhi-NCR and Jharkhand.
The HRD Ministry had decided
against conducting a re-examina-
tion of the Class X mathematics
paper in the "interest of students”.

This was the first batch to
appear for the Class X Board
examinations after the CBSE
decided to drop the Continuous
and Comprehensive Evaluation
(CCE) and reintroduce the Board
exams. Over 16 lakh students

with 99.8%

had appeared for the Class 10
CBSE exams this year.

Among all the categories of
schools affiliated to the CBSE, the
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
(INV) schools recorded the best
pass percentage, while government
schools registered the lowest pass
F\cnenlage According to CBSE,

98 in Science and Social Science
and 95 in English.

Anushka, who is suffering
from genetic disorder could not
deter Anushka Panda, is also a
trained classical singer. A fan of
singers Mohd Rafi and Kishore
Kumar, Panda aspires to become
a software engineer.

{endriya Vidyalaya
schools recorded a pass

percentage of 95.96, fol-
lowed| by private schools,
which registered a pass
percentage of 89.49.

The schools under the
Central Tibetan Schools
Administration (CTSA)
recorded a pass percentage
of 86.43, while the pass
percentage in
Government-aided
schools was 73.46. The
government schools
recorded a pass percentage
0f63.97, the lowest among
all the categories.

Anushka Panda, a stu-
dent of Suncity School
Gurugram, who topped
the board exam in the dif-
ferently-abled category,
with a score of 97.8 per
cent, scored 99 in
Mathematics and Hindi,
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Prakhar Mittal

499/500
i

Prakhar Mittal ofDeIhI Public School has secured the second spot CBSE Clmxr
examinations, the results of which were declared on Tuesday. TRBUNE PHOTO: S CHANDAN

SUMEDHA SHARMA

TIEHUND NDWS S0V

GURUGRAM, MAY29

After a disappointing per-

formance in Haryana board

results, the dty stands proud

with two national toppers in

CBSE Class X examinations,

the results of which were

announced on Tuesday.
Prakhar Mittal a student of

Delhi Public School here, has
topped in the country by scor-
ing 499 marks outof 500 (99.8
per cent). He shares the top
position with Rimzhim Agar-
wal from Binor (UP), Nandi-
ni Garg from Shamii (UP),
and Sreelakshmi G from
Cochin (Kerala).

In the differently abled cat-
egory, city girl Anushka Pan-

the district or may be the
state. But bagging the top
position in the country is
overwhelming. When |
leamt about it, | was
numb for some time. It
took a lot of time for the
feelingto settle in®®

| wantto bea {.x
software engineerand | ,
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da from Sundty School has
topped. She scored 489
marks(97.8 per cent), sharing
the spot with Sanya Gandhi
from Ghaziabad (UP)
Prakhar aspires to be an
engineer. “The result is a sur-
prise for me I had expected to
top the district or may be the
state. But bagging thetop posi-
tion in the country is over-

know | will become one.
I am not just happy but
super excited with my
result. Itis true joy to
win when all, including
a partof you, believe
you can't,®®

\“

whelming When I leamt
about it I was numb for some
time. It took a lot of time for
thefeeling tosettle in," he said.

He was excited tobe the cen-
tre of social media jokes and
memes. “Ibpper memes and
Jokes arefun, [ have been read-
ing about others till now.I am
eager tosee whatthey come up
with for me.” he added.

@él

Anushka Panda |
489/500
A
w
I ior A
Anushka Panda with her father Anup Panda (right) and mother Archana Panda
TTTTT— (second from right). She has topped in differently abled category. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Anushka, for her part, is
“super exdted” to have beat
the odds. She is suffering
from Spinal Muscular Atro-
phy (SMA), a genetic disease
that robs people of physical
strength by affecting the
motor nerve cells in the
spinal cord, affecting the ahil-
ity towalk. Notwithstanding
her disability, she worked

ts 2 toppersin CBSE Class X exams

=4

hard to fulfil her dreams.

“Iwant to be a software engi-
neer and I know I will become
one. I am not just happy but
super excited with my result.
1t is true joy to win when all,
indudinga part of you, believe
you can't. It takes a spirited
heart, not body, to dream and
achieve. [ amhappy Iexempli-
fied it,” Anushka said.
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NO HALF TRUTES

Gurugram's Prakhar & Anuska
emerge national champions

PIYUSH OHRIE

GURUGRAM: Tuesday
May 29 proved 1o be a
spedial day for Gurugram
when Prakhar Mittal,
student of Delhi Public
School-Sector 45 was
among the four toppers in
the huge number of 16 lakh
students that had taken the
examination. Such was the
achievement that Prakhar
lost just mark and scored
499 our of 500 marks.
Amaong spedially abled
categeory, Gurugram’s
Anuska Panda declared
topper in the country as she
got 489 marks.

“It was not thar | gave most
of my time to prepare

for my examination. On

an average | used to
spend four to five hours

in the preparation. The
mast important thing

was the cocl mindset |

had in appreaching my
examinations. | had no
pressure on me to perform
from my parents as well as
teachers,” said Mirtal who
wants fo make his career i
the field of rebotics.

The most special position
was however reserved

for 14-year-old Anuska
Panda whe was ameng
the two topper in the
specially abled category
by scoring 489 marks.
Student of Sunciry School
and suffering from Spinal
Muscular Atrophy [SMA),
a genetic disease that
robs people of physical
strength by affecting the
motor nerve cells in the
spinal cord, affecting

the ability to walk. Being
wheelchair- bound did not
stop her from fighting her
way 10 SUCCess,
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CBSE CLASS 10 TOPPERS TALK ABOUT THEIR SUCCESS STORIES

Calm & composed mindset made
us win, says All India topper

PITUSH OHRIE

GURUGRAM: Even though
he knew he had done well, it
was a score that this Guru-
gram'’s Delhi Public School
(DPS) student never expected.
Yet, when the marks were
finally known at around 1:30
Eﬁm Prakhar Mittal had

rcome one of the four top-
pers. Moreover, he had topped
the examinations in which over
16 lakh students from all over
the country had participated.
Prakhar missed sooring 500 out
of 50[:;}'2' just one mark. The
one mark which he lost was in
the French subject.

Despite ach ieving such a
big feat, the 16-year-old was
calm and composed in his
demeanour. In fact, he men-
tioned the role of his calm com-
posure to be the main reason
fior his success in addition to
his hard work.

“It was not that 1 gave most
of my time to prepare for my
examination. On an average, |
used to spend fouar e fve hours
in the preparation. The most

Prokhar Mittal, who secured
first spot in CBSE's closs 10th
exams olong with Nondini

Garg, Rimzhim Aggarwal ond
Sreslakshmi G, ot his residence in
Gurugram, on Tuesday

important thing was the cool
mindset 1 had in approach-
ing my examinations. 1 had
o pressure on me Lo perform
from miy parents as well as the
teachers. The importance of
teachers and a strong family
support system can be empha-
sised more. | had extremely
pood teachers and parents who

just supported and assisted me
in clearing my doubts academi-
cally and mentally” said Pra-
khar Mittal.

“1 feel proud of my son. |
knew about his capabilities and
therefore, I did not apply any
pressure on him. Ultimately, his
hard work, passion and dedica-
tion have triumphed?” said Pra-
khar’s mother

Prakhar has his eyes set in
doing something in the field of
robotics and digital program-
ming. In 2016, Prakhar partic-
ipated in a Robotic Olympiad
where he won laurels for his
innovations. Mot only in the
field of science but Prakhar
also excels in creatively. An avid
piano player, singing is one of
his main hobhies. He is also a
sports lover and plays cricket
frequently. To prepare for his
future, Prakhar has already
begun preparing for engineer-
ing cxaminations. He, however,
reiterated that it is not only
studies but participation in all-
round activitics that resulis in
a holistic development of the
student.

Will power overcomes the

limitations of disability

PIYUSH QHRIE

GURUGRAM: Gurugram
celebrated its students who
excelled academically by scor-
ing nearly cent per cent marks
in the Class 10 board exams.
Such was the dominance of the
city that not only the top posi-
tion but even the second and
third positions were secured
by the students of the city. The
most special news, however,
came from Anushka Panda
who was among the two top-
pers at all India levels in the
specially-abled category. The
I#-year-old student whao is the
student of Suncity school in
Curugram scored 489/500. She
sharﬁ her position with Sanya
Gandhi from  Delhi-MNCR.
Sanya belongs to Ghariabad.
Anushka suffers from Spi-
nal Muscular Atrophy (SMA), a

!

Ta ,{I

netic disease that robs e
Egph}'si-:al strength by aJIE-’:\oc‘ler'Lg
the motor nerve cells in the spi-
nal cord, atfecting the ability o
walk Being wheelchair- bound
did not prevent her from chas-
ing her dreams of becoming a
sn%lwarc engineer and made
her more resilient. Her resolve
was further supported by the
education beard and her school
that provided her with special
infrastructure during her prep-
aration for the main examina-

tions. "I am thrilled, my hard
work has paid off. It is really a
big moment for me. T was really
nervous before the results.” an
elated Anushka =aid.

Just like Anuska, Samya
Gandhi who is 90 per cent
emotionally impaired never
prevented herself from getting
distracted from the limitations.
“I want to just emphasise that
it is important that you utilise
your time well and never let
your focus waver, said Sanya
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Class Xresultsout, girlstare
betterthanboysagain

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 MAY

The results of the Class X
examinations, held afteragap
of ten years in which over 16
lakh studentsappeared, were
declared on Tuesday. The
overall pass percentage was
86.7 percent and gids fared
better than boys. Girls pass
percentage is 88.67 while
for boys it is 85.32.

Regionwise, Thiru-
vananthapuramhasthebest
pass percentage at 99.6.
Chennai and Ajmer have
pass percentage of 97.37
and 91.86 respectively.

HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar congratulated
those who have passed.
“Those who could not pass
must now prepare for com-
partmental exams Theywill
getthrough,lam sure.It was
on demand of people par-
ticularly parents, teachers
and students that we rein-
troduced the exams. This is
a preparation for Class X1I1,"
said Javadekar.

The pass percentage
of Delhi Region is dis-
mal at 78.62 per cent.
Altogether 2,86,660
students appeared
and 2,25,361 passed
out of these in Delhi
region

Four students have
obtained 499 marks out 500,
the highest in the CBSE X
boardexams. Theybelongto
DPS Gurgaon, RPPublic
School, Bijnor, Scottish Inter-
national School, Shamliand
Bhavan's Vidyalaya, Cochin.
The toppers with 499 marks
each are Prakhar Mittal,
Rimjhim Agarwal, Nandini
Garg and Sreelakshmi G.

Ofthestudents who took
theexam, 1,31,493 students
haveobtained 90 per centand
above and 27,476 have
obtained 95 per cent and
above.

The pass percentage of
Delhi Region is dismal at

78.62 per cent. Altogether
2,86,660 students appeared
and 2,25,361 passed out of
these in Delhiregion. Infor-
eignschools, 23,787 students
appeared and 23,388 passed.
This makes the pass per-
centageamongforeignschool
98.32 per cent.

The pass percentage of
Jawahar NavodayaVidyalayas
is the best at 97.31.Kendriya
Vidyalayas are behind them
at9596 percent. With pass per-
centage of 73.46 per cent, gov-
emmentaided schools are the
worst performers.

Among the differently
abled student category,
Anushka Panda, Sanya Gand-
hiand Somya Deep Pradhan
are the toppers.Theybelong
to Suncity, Gurgaon, Uttam
School, Ghaziabad andJawa-
har Navodaya Vidyalaya,
Dhanpur, Orissa. Altogether
135 differently-abled stu-
dents have obtained 90 per
cent and above and 21 dif-
ferently-abled students have
obtained 95 per cent and
above.
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Father: My daughter didn’t want to
be treated as special category child

New Delhi, May 29:
genetic disorder could
not deter Anushka Panda
from passing the Class 10
CBSE Board exam with
flying colours.

She topped the board
exam in the differently-
abled category, with a
score of 97.8 per cent. She
scored 99 in Mathematics
and Hindi, 98 in Science
and Social Science and 95
in English.

Anushka, a student of
Suncity School Gurgaon,
is also a trained classical
singer. A fan of singers
Mohd Rafi and Kishore

Anushka Paﬁda

Kumar, Panda aspires to
become a software engi-
neer.

“She suffers from mus-
cular spinal atrophy and
is wheelchair bound. She
could not study for long
hours and had to lie
down after studying for

an hour but she
remained determined.
She has to wear a spinal
brace which makes it dif-
ficult for her to sit for
long hours,” her father,
Anup Panda, told PTI.

Despite all this, Anus-
hka never wanted to be
treated as special or dif-
ferently-abled, her father
said. She had a special
bench provided to her by
the school, he said.

“She never wanted to
use the extra time that
was provided to her to

finish the exam,” he said.
— PTI
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CBSE Class 10 results

out, 4 score 499/500

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 29

Girls once again out-
shone boys in the Class
10 CBSE examinations,
the results of which were
declared on Tuesday.

Four students topped
the examinations with
499 marks out of 500, the
Central Board of
Secondary  Education
(CBSE) said.

Prakhar Mittal of DPS
Gurgaon, Rimzhim
Agarwal of RP Public
School, Bijnor, Nandini
Garg of Scottish
International School,
Shamli, and Sreelakshmi
G of Bhavan's Vidvalaya,
Kochi, all topped the
exam. While seven stu-
dents secured the second

position with 498 marks,
14 students bagged the
third spot with a score of
497, The top three per-
forming regions are —
Thiruvananthapuram
(pass percentage 99.60),
Chennai  (97.37) and
Ajmer (91.86).

The overall pass per-
centage was 86.70, it said.
Girls, with a pass per-
centage of 88.67, did bet-
ter than the bovs, who
registered a pass per-
centage of 85.32.

Delhi recorded a pass
percentage of 78.62.

As many as 1,31,493
candidates secured 90
per cent marks and
above, while 27,426 can-
didates secured 95 per
cent marks and above,
the board said. The pass

percentage for different.
ly-abled students was
92.55, with Anushka
Panda of Sun City
Gurgaon and Sanva
Gandhi of Uttam School,
Ghaziabad topping in the
category by securing 489
marks out of 500.

Somya Deep Pradhan of
JNV, Dhanpur in Odisha
bagged the second spot
with a score of 484,

As many as 135 candi-
dates in the differently-
abled category secured
90 per cent marks and
above, while 21 of them
secured 95% and above,

Over 16 lakh students
had appeared for the
Class 10 CBSE exams
this Year. As many as
1,86,067 candidates got
compartment.
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CBSE Class X results...

CBSEfromPage 1

More than half of 16,60,123
students of class X had opted
for school-based examina-
tions in 2017,

Girls outshone the boys

by showing a higher pass
ntage than those of the

atter by 3.35% in the board

examinations this year.

The pass percentage of
the girls reached 88, 67 while
the percentage of boys pass-
ing the examinations was
peggedat 8532,

Four students grabbed the
top slot by securing the high-
est 499 out of a total marks
of 500, seven figured in the
second slot with securing
498 marks and 14 third slot
with scoring 497. Of these
students, 12 are from Uttar
Pradesh.

The board, however, did
not rank these students in
terms of first, second and
third in the country.

Prakhar Mittal from the
DPS Gurugram; Rimzhim
Agarwal, RP Public School,
Bijnor (Uttar Pradesh);
Nandini Garg, Scottish Inter-

national School, Shamli (Ut-
tar Pradesh) and Sreelaksh-
mi G, Bhavana's Vidyalaya,
Kochi (Kerala) topped the
examinations. Each of them
secured 99.8% marks.

Among the differently
abled students, Anushka
Panda from Suncity school,
Ghaziabad, and Sanya Gan-
dhi from Uttam School,
Ghaziabad emerged as the
top scorers by securingatotal
of 489 marks each outof 500.
Theywere followed by anoth-
ergirlSomya Deep Pradhan,
student of Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Dhanpur ,Odisha.
She scored 484 out of 500 in
the examination.

*A total of 1,86,067 stu-
dents (11.45%) were placed
in compartment this year,"
CBSE spokesperson Rama
Sharma said.

Just 131,493 students out
of over 16 lakh students se-
cured 90% and above marks
in the Class X board exam-
inations held by the CBSE
from March 5toApril 4.

As many as 13,746 stu-
dents skipped the examina-
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CBSE10TH EXAM RESULTS

Four toppers, pass
percentage 86.70%...

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Dethi

from Kerala were declared all
India toppers with each of
them scoring 499 marks out of

FOUR students topped the Cen-  the total 500.

tral Board of Secondary Educa- In the differently abled cate-
tion (CBSE) Class 10 Board gory, AnushkaPandafrom Sun-
Exam this year, while the over- city Gurgaon school and Sanya
all pass percentage stood at Gandhi from Uttam School in
86.70 per cent Ghaziabad with 489 marks have

On Tuesday, the CBSE de-
clared that of the over 16 lakh
students who appeared for the
exam, 14,08,594 have passed.
Girls have done better than
boys — the overall pass per-
centage of girs is 88.67 per cent
and 85.32 per cent for boys.

The best performing region
was Thiruvananthapuram,
with a pass percentage of 99.60
per cent. Chennairegion’s pass
percentage was second best at
97.37 per cent. Ajmer was at the
third spot with 91,86 per cent,

Prakhar Mittal from Guru-
gram, Rimzhim Agarwal and
Nandini Garg from Uttar
Pradesh and Sreelakshmi G

topped the merit list. Sonya
Deep Pradhan with 484 marks
from JNV Dhanpur, Odisha has
bagged the second spot.

A total of 1,31,493 scored
above 90 per cent and 27,476
scoreWWd above 95 per cent. A
total of 3,760 differently-abled
students appeared for the exam,
out of which 3,480 have passed
the exam with 92 55 per cent.

Over 97 per cent students of
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
passed the examination, fol-
lowed by Kendraiya Vidyalayas
at about 95 per cent and private
schools at 89 per cent. Students
from government schools fared
the worst at 63 per cent.

Students celebrate thelr success in the (BSE 10th exam in New Delhi after the

results were declared on Tuesday | pasvesn nest



